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domain, of human experience, a domain -which is perhaps the most
important and most promising of all. ..,
It is always a new and wonderful experience to hear him lecture,
not only on account of the new and important progress which he every
time, as in these lectures, has to tell about, but we always get a re-
newed enthusiasm for the beauty of the subject and a fresh courage
to the best of our modest powers to contribute to the great common
aim.
In the evening Bohr again warmed to his subject at the Banquet of
Danmarks Naturwidenskabelige Samfund given in honour of Ruther-
ford:
This afternoon I had the honourable but hopeless task in a few words
to picture the unique position of Lord Rutherford in the world of
science, a position which rests for all times on his many great discoveries,
of which several may be said to be epoch making, if the word 'epoch'
could be reasonably used in relation with the short time intervals he
had allowed to pass between them. I shall not expand on this subject
to-night, but Lord Rutherford's discoveries do not exhaust the picture
of him, in which his pupils and his friends rejoice* When Lord Rutherford
visited Copenhagen twelve years ago, I had opportunity in this society
to reproduce a number of stories which circulate among the pupils
in his laboratory, in the inspiring atmosphere of which I had the good
fortune to work for a time. I shall not repeat these stories to-day,
the more so because Lord Rutherford last time reproached me for telling
stories against him. Still the jest of these stories is not a malicious one,
but an emphasis of his purity of zeal and directness of methods in
dealing with difficulties in his work and the deficiencies of his col-
laborators. If a single word could be used to describe so vigorous and
manysided a personality, it would certainly be * simplicity'. Indeed,
all aspects of his life are characterised by a simplicity of a similar kind
to that which he has claimed of nature, which he is able to discover,
where others before were not able to see it. It is his simplicity and
self-forgetfulness which allow him to use all his moods in the best way
for the progress of his work. In his usual bright spirit he sees always new
and hopeful openings in any kind of difficulties, and his courage and
cheerfulness extend themselves to everyone who works with him; at